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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

Read the instructions carefully before answering the questions: -

1. This Test Booklet consists of 16 (sixteen) printed pages and has 54 (fifty four) items (questions).

2. IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE EXAMINATION, YOU SHOULD
CHECK THAT THIS BOOKLET DOES NOT HAVE ANY UNPRINTED OR TORN OR MISSING
PAGES OR ITEMS ETC. IF SO, GET IT REPLACED BY A COMPLETE TEST BOOKLET.

3. Please note that it is the candidate’s responsibility to fill in the Roll Number and other required
details carefully and without any omission or discrepancy at the appropriate places in the Answer
Booklet. Any omission/discrepancy will render the Answer Booklet liable for rejection.

4. Do not write anything else on the Answer Booklet except the required information. Before you
proceed to write in the Answer Booklet, please ensure that you have filled in the required particulars
as per given instructions.

5. This Test Booklet is divided into 3 (three) parts - Part - I, Part - II and Part - III.

6. All the parts are Compulsory.

7. Part -1, Part IT and Part - I1I all are Conventional Type Questions. The answers to these questions
must be written in Answer Booklet provided to you.

8. After you have completed filling in all your responses in the Answer Booklet(s) and after the
examination has concluded, you should hand over to the Invigilator the Answer Booklet. You are
permitted to take the Test Booklet with you.
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The Mulamadhyamakakarika is an extremely demanding text. It is filled with subtle reasoning
on abstruse themes. Without the help of the commentarial tradition as well as a keen and
tenacious commitment on the part of the student, it is practically incomprehensible. As one
tries to negotiate the labyrinthine arguments, however, it may be useful to bear the following
points in mind. The first is that, however tortuous and rarefied the karikas may seem. it is worth
remembering that Madhyamaka is not a mystical doctrine concerned with strange and
otherworldly revelations. Neither is it a philosophical explanation of reality, if by that is meant
some remote transcendental absolute. The purpose of Madhyamaka is simply to elucidate the
nature of phenomena: the things and situations that make up the world of our experiences.

Madhyamaka is not a species of philosophical nihilism. Although phenomena are said
ti be empty. their functional effectiveness on the experiential level is not at all called into
question. Phenomena appear and they do affect us regardless of the theories that we may
entertain about them. The view of Madhyamaka, on the other hand, is that within phenomena,
two truths, the conventional and ultimate, fuse together and are united. Relatively, things
appear through the force of causes and conditions. Yet, in the very moment of their appearance,
they are empty of intrinsic being: the seemingly solid, discrete. independent that owing to our
long-ingrained tendency to perceive them thus appears to us so vividly.

While the Madhyamaka was not necessarily considered the perfect expression of
Buddhist philosophy in India, Tibetan scholars, especially during the later dissemination of
Buddhism, enthusiastically embraced the teachings of Madhyamaka as their philosophy par
excellence. Over the years, Tibet became a hotbed for debates about which school presented
the most authentic and profound Madhyamaka view. In this quest to determine the highest
dialectical view, the school termed Prasangika (sarag=x ) emerged as the clear winner over its

rival, the Svatantrika (REFFA). Although the term Prasangika and Svatantrika are most likely

indigenous Tibetan creations, their philosophical roots go back to the treatises of Buddhapalita,
Candrakirti, Bhavaviveka, Santaraksita, Kamalasila, and so forth. Primarily, Candrakirti’s
perspective on Madhyamaka became viewed as Prasangika, while that of masters sucj as
Bhavavieka and Santaraksita became known as Svatantrika. While the term might seem to refer
to rather self-evident philosophical viewpoints, Tibetan interpretations differ vastly in the way
that they identify Prasangika and Svatantrika.
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